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Rancho California Water District  
Local Groundwater Assistance Grant Proposal 

Past Performance  
 

 

Attachment 9 consists of the following items: 

 Summary of Comparable Work  

 Summary of Grant Funded Projects and Grant Performance  

The summary below describes Rancho California Water District’s (RCWD/District) comparable 
work to that being proposed and performance on State and Federal grants.   

 
 
 

Comparable Work 

Over the past five years, the District has performed comparable work to the proposed development 
of the groundwater management plan. Foremost, the District prepares an annual audit review in 
January to recommend a groundwater production program for the following fiscal year. The annual 
audit, “Recommended Ground Water Production”, includes review of individual well production and 
historical hydrographs, review of groundwater levels, and coordination with local agencies 
pumping from the Temecula Valley Basin (Basin) to discuss previous audits, Basin yields, natural 
and artificial recharge, water quality, pump settings, well construction factors, and projected 
production. In addition, RCWD has prepared the following recent studies in response to the 
proposed Temecula Valley Wine Country Development and its potential impact on the Basin: 1) 
Groundwater Basin Assimilative Capacity, January 2012; 2) Temecula Valley Wine County 
Groundwater Quality Modeling, February 2012; 3) Temecula Valley Wine County Groundwater 
Quality Assessment, February 2012.  
 
The RCWD 2010 Urban Water Management Plan, which includes a comprehensive discussion of the 
Basin, was completed by RCWD staff, submitted to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) on 
time in 2011, and was deemed complete by DWR without any further amendments (see Exhibit A, 
DWR  for DWR letter of completion) .   
 
As the lead agency, RCWD developed the Upper Santa Margarita Watershed (USMW) Planning 
Region Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan and the Regional Acceptance Process 
(RAP) in 2007, using an inclusive stakeholder process. The USMW IRWM Plan was approved and 
the USMW Planning Region was accepted. The USMW IRWM Plan will be updated over the next two 
years to comply with Proposition 84 and RCWD will lead the effort using a similar inclusive 
stakeholder process.   
 
Grant Funded Projects 

Since 2006, Rancho California Water District (RCWD/District) has been awarded six (6) Federal 
Grants and one (1) State grant, as well as a variety of local grants from the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California. The following identifies the federal and State grants awarded to 
RCWD:  
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Federal  

1. U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, WaterSMART: Title XVI Water 
Reclamation and Reuse Program Funding for FY 2012: Awarded May 1, 2012; $174,355 –
Project: Enhance Agricultural Irrigation Efficiency Program; Status: Completing funding 
agreement; project has commenced  

2. U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Bay-Delta Restoration Program: 
Agricultural Water Conservation and Efficiency Grant: Awarded May 4, 2012; $175,000 – 
Project: Indirect Potable Reuse Conceptual Design Study; Status: Completing funding 
agreement; project study has commenced 

3. U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, CALFED Water Use Efficiency Grants 
Program for FY 2009: Awarded September 2, 2009; $235,865 – Project: Residential One 
Stop Installation Program; Status: Project complete 

4. U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA): Awarded October 2009; $6,100,000 – Project: Vail Lake Stabilization and 
Conjunctive Use; Status: Project substantially complete; in development of final element for 
completion by spring 2013 

5. U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Water Conservation Field Services 
Program – Soil and Conservation: Awarded June 8, 2008; $100,000 – Project: 
Demonstration Study for Avocado Groves; Status: Project complete 

6. U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Water 2025: Preventing Crisis and 
Conflict in the West, Challenge Grant: Awarded September 19, 2007; $87,500 – Project: 
Weather-Based Irrigation Controller Direct Installation Program; Status: Project complete 

State  

1. California Department of Water Resources, Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
Proposition 74 Implementation Grant Round 1: Awarded August 16, 2011; $1,267,000 – 
Projects: 1) Vail Lake Stabilization and Conjunctive, 2) Agricultural Irrigation Efficiency 
Program; and 3) Implementing Nutrient Management in the Santa Margarita River 
Watershed – Phase 1; Status: Agreement executed on May 31, 2012; all projects have 
commenced 
 

Performance on Grants 

All of the programs noted above as complete, were finished within the time proposed and within 
budget. This was accomplished by closely following the work plan, schedule and budget included in 
the funding agreements, and working closely with the funding agency representative to discuss 
issues early throughout development of each project or program and make approved adjustments.  

For example, the ARRA-funded Vail Lake Stabilization and Conjunctive Use Project follows a very 
strict work plan, budget and schedule approved by Reclamation. In order to implement the project 
accordingly, regular meetings between Reclamation and RCWD staff, in addition to RCWD project 
team meetings, were held to discuss project status and immediately address any concerns as they 
arise. As a result, the project was substantially complete ahead of schedule.  

Of the completed projects, the District’s received a close-out letter from Reclamation on its 
Residential One Stop Installation Program (ROSIP) implemented under the CALFED Water Use 
Efficiency Grants Program for FY 2009, which is included in Exhibit B demonstrating all terms and 
conditions were met, including funds expended were consistent with funds authorized.  
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Exhibit A  

Department of Water Resources Letter of UWMP Completion 
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Exhibit B 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Letter of Close-Out for ROSIP 
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